
 

 
 

 

 

 

WHAT WILL BE REMEMBERED ABOUT US? 
How to preserve personal archives in the 21st century 
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1. The personal archive: where do I start?  
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�'�"�)��C!���!��"'��C��!�"#��'��C!������� !������� �� !��'��"(!<����'�*'��F�"#����!�*�
���!+� ��*�+!� �� �"���!� "#� +��C!�*�� *"(!� C�'���� #"�+! �*�� �"(���*��)� ���+!(��� '�'�!*��
�"�'���'*�� ("�')�)!*�� )�����'!!*�� ��*'���'�"�*� 3""F �!'*� #"�� ��������!*� "�� #����'��!�
#�"(��F!������"(!�*'�'!(!�'*��3���*���� "��!*���!�! ��'*��!'�<���'���*"�'"���*'�(��*����F!+�
��� +����)� '�!� �"��+�;*�� �"*'���+*� ��+� �!''!�*� C!� ��  !� �!�!� !+� #�"(� #��!�+*� ��+�
��N����'���!*0���+�����3!'C!!�����*���+����*�C�'��C "�F�"����*����"'")����*����+���
�"�)� !'�!'!��<��"� '�!*!�C!�(�*'� �++���*"� ���� '�"*!� +�)�'���+"��(!�'*�C!��� !�*'"�!+�
"��'�!��"(��'!�< ��
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·  ��+!(����"��(!�'*,����+!(���'�'�!*���!�'�#���'!*�" #�)��+!*��!'�<�

·  ��"#!**�"�����"��(!�'*,�C"�F��"�'���'*��C�)!�*���*� ���*��!'�<�

·  �"��(!�'*� �!)��+��)� �**!'*,� ��"�!�';� +!!+*�� �"�'��� '*� "#� *��!� "�� �!�'���
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·  �!��'���"��(!�'*,�(!+�������*�����!��(!+������!�"�' *��/&��;*��!'�<�
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2. Old Documents: how do we protect them? 
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�'� �*� �"'� ���"(("�� '"� #��+� +"��(!�'*� #�"(� "��� )���+ ���!�'*� "�� ���!*'"�*� ��� "���
�"(!*�C�����#"�� ���"�*��!�*"�*��� !�3!!��*'"�!+��� �+��C!�*�3;�'�!�#�(��;���+�C�����
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'�!�#�(��;<� ��� (��;� ��*!*� '�!*!�+"��(!�'*�+"�M'� !�+ � ��� ��� ��� ����� !�� 3!���*!� '�!�
"C�!�*�+�+�M'�C��'�'"��!'�'�!(�)"�"��3!���*!�'�!�!� C�*�M'��""(��3�'�'�!;���C�;*��� !�
��)�!�'� ���!�#"��'�!�#�(��;�"��'�!��!�*"��C�"���*� ��!*!� !+�'�!(����+�'�!�!#"�!�'�!;�
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��!�+"��(!�'*� ��!*!�'� ��C�"�!� ���)!� "#� ������'!��*' ��*� '��'� �!!+� '"�3!� �"�*�+!�!+�
C�!����"'!�'��)� '�!(�"����!*!� ��)�'�!(�#"���*��"�) ��*��"**�3�!<�
��*'�"#�����C!�(�*'�
'�F!� ���"��'� "#� '�!� (�'!����*� '�!� +"��(!�'*� ��!� (�+ !� "#,� "�)����� ��+� ��"�)�����
(�'!����*�C����� ���� ����)!� " !�� '�(!� ��+��+!�!�+��) � "�� '�!� !� ��"�(!�'�� '�!;� ����
!�+� ��� +!)��+��)� "�� +!*'�";��)� '�!� +"��(!�'<� 
"�� !/ �(��!�� '�!� �"�'!�'� "#� *"(!�
#!���)��"�*� ��F*� )!�!��'!*� *��������� ���+� '��'�C��� � ! !�'����;�+!*'�";� '�!� ���!�<� ��!�
���!�� (�;� ��*"� �"�'���� �� �"'� "#� ��"��C������C�'�� '� !� ��!*!��!� "#�#��)��� ���� "/�+�*!��
���*��)�#"/��)�'"����!��0�"��*�(��;�'�!����!������3 !� !�;����+�����+�" !��'�(!�3!�"(!�
("�!�#��)��!<�G!���*"��� !�+"��(!�'*�(�+!�"#������( !�'�#�"(�*��F����(��*�C������*�
�"'��*�'���F<��

�!�"�+�;�� �'� �*�  !�;� �(�"�'��'� '"� *'"�!� '�!� +"��(!� '*� ��� *��'�3�!� !� ��"�(!�'���
�"�+�'�"�*<���!*!�������'!�� '�!���!(������"(�"�!�'* �"#�'�!�(�'!����*� '�!�+"��(!�'*�
��!�(�+!�"#���+���*"�!��"���)!�'�!�!(!�)!��!�"#�(�� �"&"�)���*(*��#��)�����*!�'*���+�
�"+!�'*� '��'� !�'� ���!�� ��+� �����(!�'<� 
"�� !/�(��!�� ��)�� '!(�!��'��!� ��+� ��(�+�';�
�! !�*�!��"���)!�'�!����!�����!�"#�#��)�*�����"�'�� �"�*�" !�&!/�"*��!�'"�*'�"�)���)�'�
���� +�(�)!� '�!� ���!�� ��+� (�F!� �'� ("�!� #��)��!�� ��+� ��*"� �!�'���� �"�'�(���'��)�
!�!(!�'*� "#� ���� ���� �!��'� C�'�� '�!� �"(�"�!�'*� "#� '� !� ���!�� ��+� ��F� ��+� ���*!�
+!)��+�'�"�<��
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�"�'���!�*� '��'� ��! !�'� +!#"�(�'�"��� "�� C����� #"�� ! /�(��!�� ��!�  !�;� ���+��� ��+�
+�(�)!�'�!����!�<����'�!�*�(!�C�;��'��*��!�!**��;�' "����+�!�'�!�+"��(!�'*����!#���;�
'"���! !�'�'!��*�"��*"�C!�+"�M'�+�"��'�!(0�+"��"'�! �'�"��+���F��!���'�!�+"��(!�'*�'"�
� "�+�����+!�'*<��'�C"��+���*"�3!� �+ �*�3�!��#"��(" �!�+!����'!�"��"�+!��+"��(!�'*�� '"�
C!���)�" !*�"����'��!�*'���� !���!������+*�*"�'��'� '�!�+"��(!�'*���!�M'�+��'�!+<��'�(�*'�
3!�3"��!����(��+�'��'�)�!�*!�"��;"������+*�#�"(��#" ��!/�(��!����*��+C����������!� !�
�!*�+�!*�C�������!����(#���'"�'�!���!*!� �'�"��"#�' �!�+"��(!�'<�
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��*!*��C�!�� '�!�+�(�)!� �*� ���!�+;� ���! !�*�3�!�� '�! �"��;� '���)� ;"�� ����+"� �*� '"� � "�+�
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4. My privacy and technology: what do I need to know? 
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5. Computer security: am I doing it right? 
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6. Photographs and family albums: how do I protect them?  
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7. My family photos: how do I digitise them? 
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8. Photographs on my computer, how do I organise them?   
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